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PLEASE AMEND THIS APPLICATION AS FOLLOWS : 
In the Claims: 

Amend claims 238, 239, 240, 241, 264, 270, 271, 272, 273, 274, 304, 308, 309, 310, 
31 1, 312, 336 and 337 as follows: 

238. (Amended) An oligo- or polynucleotide comprising at least^ne nucleotide having 
the formula 

Sig 
I 

PM-SM- B/ 

rherein PM is a phosphate moiety, SM is a [ribosrf or a deoxyribose] sugar moiety, and 
BASE is a pyrimidine, purine or 7-deazapurine rnfciety, said PM being covfrlently 
attached to SM [at a position independently setected from the 2\ 3' and 5' positions of 
SM when said nucleotide is a ribonucleotide, And at a position independently selected 
from the 3' and 5* positions when said nucleotide is a deoxyribonucleotide], said BASE 
being covalentlv attached to the 1 ' positiorf of SM from the ^ a- 

pyrimidine or the N 9 position when BASE is a purine or 7-deazapurine, and said Sig is a 
detectable moiety covalently attached to SM directly or through a linkage group. 

239. (Amended) The oligo- or polynucleotide in accordance with claim 238 wherein 
Sig is attached to the C2' or the C3' or the C5' position of SM. 

240. (Amended) [An] Ihe oligo- or [polydeoxyribonucleotide] polynucleotide in 
accordance with claim 238 wherein said nucleotide comprises a deoxyribonucleotide or 
a dideoxvribonucleotide . 

241 . (Amended) [An] The oligo- or [polyribonucleotide] polynucleotide in accordance 
with claim 238 wherein said nucleotide comprises a ribonucleotide. 

Jlaim 264, line 1 , change "An" to -- The -- . 
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270. (Amended) The oligo- or [polydeoxyribonucleotide] polynucleotide in accordance 
with claim 240 wherein said Sig comprises a moiety which is detectable when said 
[nucleotide] deoxyribonucleotide or dideoxyribonucleotide is incorporated with, 
contained in or associated with an oligo- or polynucleotide. 

271 . (Amended) The oligo or [polyribonucleotide] polynucleotide in accordance with 
claim 241 wherein said Sig comprises a moiety which is detectable when said 
[ribonucleotide] nucleotide is incorporated with, contained in or associated with an 
oligo- or polynucleotide. 



272. (Amended) A nucleotide having the formula 




/Sig 
I 

SM - BASE 



wherein PM is a phosphate moiety, SM is a [ribose or a deoxyribose] sugar moiety, and 
BASE is a pyrimidine, purine or 7-deazapurine moiety, said PM being covalently 
0^ attached to SM [at a position independently selected from the 2\ 3' and 5' positions of . 
SM when said nucleotide is a ribonucleotide, and at a position independently selected 
from the 3' and 5* positions when sgfid nucleotide is a deoxyribonucleotide], said BASE 
being covalently attached to the 1 /position of SM from the N 1 position when BASE is a 

pyrimidine or the N 9 position whefi BASE is a purine or 7-deazapurine, and said Sig is a 
detectable moiety covalently attached to SM directly or through a linkage group. 

273. (Amended) The nucleotide in accordance with claim 272, wherein Sig is attached 
to the C2' or the C3' or the C5' position of SM. 

274. (Amended) The nucleotide in accordance with claim 272, comprising a 
deoxyribonucleotide or a dideoxyribonucleotide . 



304. (Amended) The nucleotide in accordance with claim 274 wherein said Sig 
comprises a moiety which is detectable when said deoxyribonucleotide or said 
^) dideoxyribonucleotide is incorporated with, contained in or associated with an oligo- or 
polynucleotide. 
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308. (Amended) A composition comprising a polymericycompound having attached 
directly or indirectly [to] thereto at least one nucleotide^ having the formula 



Sig 

ly 

PM-SfM- BASE 



wherein PM is a phosphate moiety, SM is a/[ribose or a deoxyribose] sugar moiety, and 
BASE is a pyrimidine, purine or 7-deazapprine moiety, said PM being covalently 
attached to SM [at the 2', 3" or 5' position of SM when said nucleotide is a 
ribonucleotide, and at the 3' or 5' position when said nucleotide is a 
deoxy ribonucleotide], said BASE beirfg covalently attached to the 1' position of SM 
from the N 1 position when BASE is a pyrimidine or the N 9 position when BASE is a 
purine or 7-deazapurine, and said Sig is a detectable moiety covalently attached to SM 
directly or through a linkage grouy 

309. (Amended) The composition according to claim 308, wherein the Sig is attached 
to the C2' or the C3' or the C5 1 position of SM. 

310. (Amended) The composition according to claim 308, wherein the nucleotide 
[comprising] comprises a deoxyribonucleotide or a dideox yribonucleotide. 



31 1 . (Amended) The composition according to claim 308, wherein the nucleotide 
[comprising] comprises a ribonucleotide. 



312. (Amended) The composition according to claim 308, wherein Sig [comprise] 
comprises a moiety containing at least 3 carbon atoms. 
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336. (Amended) The composition according to claim [308] 310, wherein said Sig 
comprises a moiety which is detectable when said deoxyribonucleotide or 
dideoxyribonucleotide is incorporated with, contained in or associated with an oligo- or 
polynucleotide. 
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337. (Amended) The composition according to claim [309] 311 wherein said Sig 
comprises a moiety which is detectable when said ribonucleotide is incorporated with, 
contained in or associated with an oligo- or polynucleotide. 
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